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A Happy Birthday Year 


T’S happy birthday to the Home 

Safety Conference! 

The Home Safety Conference 
has some good reasons for celebrat- 
ing a happy tenth-year anniversary. 
Since February, 1948, when 23 or- 
ganizational representatives and six 
NSC staff members met to establish 
the Conference, the home death rate 
has declined more than 21 per cent. 
In the 10-year period, the number 
of deaths dropped nearly 10 per 
cent. 


So great has been the rate decline 
that for the year 1957 there were 
7,500 fewer deaths from home acci- 
dents than if the rate had remained 
the same as in 1949. This difference 
may be thought of as “lives saved,” 
and the cumulative total over the 
decade is impressive. 

The growth of interest among 
health and medical groups, among 
industrial corporations and in com- 
munity organization for home safety 
has been equally impressive. The 
decline in deaths and death rate has 
resulted from more people working 
harder in more communities than 
before. 

In March, 1949, the NSC Board 
of Directors formally approved a 
Conference statement, “Invitation to 
Health Departments.” This state- 
ment recognized “the very important 
part which official health agencies 
can play in the program of home 
safety,” and called upon them “to 
expand their efforts in the field of 
home safety.” It was first printed in 
the Home Sarety Review, June- 


Fall, 1958 


July, 1949, and was reprinted and 
widely distributed to state and local 
health departments. 


State and Local Health 


Departments 
Year No. Reporting 
1943 8 
1948 26 
1950 34 
1955 296 
1956 453 


The groups participated in a num- 
ber of joint undertakings: 


>» 1948—Joint child safety campaign 
sponsored by U. S. Children’s Bu- 


> 1953—Joint exhibits on child 
safety, annual meeting of Ameri- 
can Medical Association. 

p> 1953—Joint planning for estab- 
lishment of first Poison Control 
Center, Chicago. 

> 1953—First Institute on Home 
Safety by the School of Public 
Health, University of Michigan. 
This was first proposed and ap- 
proved by the Conference in 1951. 

p> 1950-1958—Staff participation in 
numerous training institutes for 
health workers. 





Statistics On Home Deaths 








Number “Expected” 

of Deaths Rate per Number of Deaths 
Year (actual) 100,000 pop. Based on 1949 Rate Difference 
SS er ere are | Ee OE ee 0 
CC eee PEE. cavven eno 4s | rr EE ba nne abea 2,500 
Bere oe on 3 OE eee Se ee 2,000 
Se / aS Sree cds dsedas 2,000 
Sear Saar eS EE Keen's wanes ¥ 
ea eee ah Se ees a 5,600 
54 ni aia ie ote ET oc he isa eo af Bites. Sr 5,800 
| SES ee SGP See as MEETS ns. . AE OTOL 4,900 
Bee iene 'oaesnes ee eee FPP 9 cod cbs 7, 
Change --— 
since 1949 —9.7% —21.5% 34,300 


Cumulative Total 





reau, American Academy of Pedi- 
atrics, Home Conference. Mate- 
rials to 50,000 physicians and 30 
state health officers. 

p» 1949—Joint sponsorship, general 
session on home accidents, annual 
meeting of American Public 
Health Association. 

> 1950—First joint meeting on child 
safety with American Academy of 
Pediatrics. 






In 1951, the Home Safety Con- 
ference formally established liaison 
with the off-the-job committee of 
the Industrial Conference. Confer- 
ence members and staff assisted in 
assembling and reviewing literature 
in the field. In 1954, a staff man 
was added to the home staff with 
one-half time devoted to developing 
off-the-job interest. In 1954, an off- 


(to page 28) 
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prom the Home Desh 


Dear Friends, 


Beginning this issue, the HOME SAFETY REVIEW will be published quarterly 
rather than monthly. Publication dates are: Fall Quarter, Sept. 1; Winter Quarter, 
Dec. |; Spring Quarter, March | and Summer Quarter, June |. The change was 
made because of high costs of production. The Council will refund to any sub- 
scriber upon request the unused portion of his subscription fee. Otherwise, we 
shall continue to fulfill subscriptions on the new quarterly basis. 


In each issue, you will receive a complete planning guide for at least one 
organized, community-wide campaign based on an appropriate seasonal theme. 
Occasionally, as in this issue, two campaigns will be outlined with suggested 
projects, selected references, a fact sheet and basic materials for speeches, news 
releases and radio or TV scripts. 


Reporting on research studies and stories of community activities will continue 
in condensed form. Letters, news notes and stories are always welcomed and 
will be printed as space and general theme permit. 


Through this shift in emphasis from reporting to program planning, we hope 
HOME SAFETY will be more valuable to groups seeking program guidance and 
coordination of effort. We hope that a better magazine will receive more sup- 
port. We wish to extend the influence of HOME SAFETY to all agencies inter- 
ested: official, volunteer, employers and workers. In fact, we shall have to increase 
our subscriptions substantially in order to continue publication. 


The shift to quarterly publication has been with the consent and approval 
of the executive committee of the Home Safety Conference. Conference members 
have long known how difficult is the financing of home safety activities. We need 
more people, more organizations in the home safety movement. And more money. 
Unless safety begins at home, it isn't likely to begin at all. 


Will you please write us your comments and suggestions? 








Letters to the Editor 


Phoenix, Ariz. 

“The June issue of the Home 
SaFETY REvIEw, stressing Housing 
Code and Urban Renewal, could 
not have come at a more opportune 
moment, for I was just invited to 
participate as a member of the 
Housing Code Committee for Phoe- 
nix under the direction of the Urban 
Renewal Commission and the City 
Council. 

“As you may know, the re-organ- 
ization schedule of this safety coun- 
cil calls for the establishment of a 
Home Safety division in 1959. But 
I find that present conditions regard- 
ing lack of adequate Housing Code 
and other problems in home safety 
will provide support for us to call 
for organization of the -home divi- 
sion this coming fall. With this in 
mind, I believe it will be to our ad- 
vantage to begin thinking about 
scheduling a visit to this area by a 
member of the NSC Home Safety 
division some time next Fall.” 

J. Scotty Wallace 

Manager 

Maricopa Safety Council 
COMING EVENTS 
Sept. 16-18, Cleveland, Ohio 

Twentieth Annual Ohio State Safety 
Conference (Hotel Pick-Carter). Con- 


tact H. G. J. Hays, secretary-treasurer, 
8 East Chestnut St., Columbus 15, Ohio. 


Sept. 18-19, Rockland, Me. 

Thirty-first Annual Maine State Safety 
Conference (Samoset Hotel). Arthur F. 
Minchin, secretary, Department of Labor 
and Industry, State House, Augusta, Me. 


Oct. 20-24, Chicago 

Forty-sixth National Safety Congress 
and Exposition (Conrad Hilton Hotel). 
R. L. Forney, secretary, National Safety 
Council, 425 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago. 
Oct. 27-31, New York City 

Eighty-sixth annual meeting of the 
American Public Health Association. 
Nov. 5-6, Columbia, S. C. 

1958 South Carolina Accident Preven- 
tion Conference. Contact B. Fred Der- 
rick, Jr., secretary-treasurer, South Caro- 


lina Industrial Commission, P. O. Box 
539, Columbia, S. C. 


Dec. 8-9, New Orleans, La. 

Louisiana Safety Association Confer- 
ence and Exhibit (Roosevelt Hotel). 
Contact Charles E. Doerler, P. O. Box 
1148, Shreveport, La. 
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The latest figures available, 
prepared by the Statistics Divi- 
sion, National Safety Council. 


OME accident deaths January 
through May numbered ap- 
proximately 12,000, or 100 fewer 
than estimated for the same months 
of 1957. 


Preliminary reports indicate that 
fatal falls and firearms accidents 
were appreciably fewer than last 
year, while deaths from fire burns, 
poisonous gases and the miscella- 
neous, unclassified home accidents 
were more numerous than in 1957. 


Deaths from Home Accidents, 
October to December, 1957 


Per cent of 
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AM JA 7 ON OD 
1958 1957 Change 
April 6,800 7,300 —7% 
Four 
Months 28,100 29,300 —4% 





Home Deaths 

Home accident fatalities in April 
numbered about 2,100 or 100 fewer 
than last year. 

The total for four months was 
9,900—no change from 1957. In- 
creases in deaths from poisonings, 
burns and mechanical suffocation 
were offset by decreases in deaths 
from falls and firearms accidents. 
More deaths occurred among per- 
sons 15 to 24 and 45 to 64 years 
old; fewer deaths among people 25 
to 44 and 65 years and over; about 
the same number among children 
under 15 years of age. 


Public Deaths 


There were approximately 1,200 
deaths from public non-motor-ve- 
hicle accidents in April, or 100 less 
than in 1957, 


The four-month death total was 
4,200, a decrease of 5 per cent from 
last year. This reduction occurred 
despite the fact that changes in the 
definition of Home have reclassified 
some cases to Public. There was a 
sizable decrease in deaths from 
burns, moderate reductions in 
drownings and firearms accidents, 
and small decreases in falls and 
transportation accidents. Most of the 
reduction occurred among children 
under 5 years of age but deaths of 








4,000 


: Year's ‘ ; i children 5 to 14 years old and per- 
mene ee yong a Accidental deaths in April totaled <1. 45 years and over also were 
ee neces 3,550 26% approximately 6,800, or 7 per cent fewer. 
Fire burns, and other below April a year ago. There were 
——- see 7 64% decreases in motor-vehicle, public Moter-Vehicle Deaths 
ethested dattiean. non-motor-vehicle, and home, and The motor-vehicle death total in 
CS ae 500 36% no change in work accident fatal- April was 2,600, or 12 per cent less 
me vs y se sies © 350 30% ities. than last year. 
oisonings by gases 
and vapors ...... 320 36% The four-month death total was The death total for four months 
re (gas ex- _ 19% 28,100, a reduction of 4 per cent was 10,330, an 8 per cent reduction 
Scalds ae tas teem” from 29,300 in 1957. Most of the from 11,200 a year ago. The four- 
hot substances, cor- aoe decrease occurred in motor-vehicle month death rate per 100,000,000 
Ober eal eunee 100 25% deaths but public non-motor-vehicle vehicle miles is not available at this 
Ged accidents....: 900 22% and work accidents also were fewer. (to page 31) 
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The campaign outlined here is intended as 
an educational program to prevent holiday ac- 
cidenis of all types, especially in the home. At 
this happy season of the year, those accidental 
tragedies which do occur become particularly 
poignont.. Such tragedies can be prevented, 
and this is the essential reason for this program. 
It may be necessary to revamp some of the 
material to fit your local needs. Do not hesi- 
tate to develop projects of your own. 


LET'S GET ORGANIZED 

¢ If there is a local safety council in your community, 
contact the officials before you do anything. They may 
be planning a Christmas safety program themselves. If 
not, they can be of great help to you. 

e In organizing your committee to conduct this cam- 
paign, try to get as wide a representation as possible 


among the organizations in your community. 
too large a committee is unwieldy. 


However, 
Therefore, do not 


ask individuals to join unless you are sure they'll take 
their responsibilities seriously. Be sure there is a clear-cut 
assignment of duties among your committee members. 


safety committee or by a newly appointed one. 
following organizations are suggested to contact. 


The campaign can be conducted by an established 
The 
There 


may be others in your community. 


Women’s clubs 
Child Welfare agencies 
Visiting Nurses 


Health department 
Fire department 
School system 


PTA. Doctors 
Churches Hospitals 
Boy Scouts Merchants 


Girl Scouts Chamber of Commerce 


TIME FLIES—START EARLY 


For a campaign as concentrated as this, timing is of 
the utmost importance. The committee should get 
together for an organizational meeting by the middle 
of October at the latest. 

A time schedule should be set up for all to follow 
so that by the first of December everything will be 
ready. (See the suggested schedule on next page.) 


GET THE FACTS 





There is a page of case histories and statistics in this 
issue. No national statistics on all accidents directly 
attributable to holiday hazards are available. Never- 
theless, in addition to the traffic injuries and deaths, 
many serious fires do occur at this time in connec- 
tion with Christmas trees. 

The National Fire Protection Association estimates 
1,000 Christmas tree fires last season. Toys given to 
youngsters at Christmas can be year-round hazards 
since they will be used for a long time. 





here’s how you can... 





Among the topics covered are: 


toys for Christmas; various holiday hazards in 
the home; special hazards of festivities in 
schools, churches and other public places; and 

ice and snow hazards. The projects and method 
of developing a campaign on Christmas safety — 


therities may be planning a traffic safety 
day hazards campaign (see Traffic — Sep- 


only. Local au-— 
holi- 


are intended as s 


tember, 1958). 


a 


The best type of information you can use, whether 
or not there are national figures, is your own local 
case histories. These always carry more impact than 
impersonal national ones. Your local newspapers 
just prior to and after the Christmas season last 
year may reveal some stories. 

Enlist the aid of your local pediatricians and county 
medical society, too. In some communities hospitals 
are very cooperative. Doctors and hospitals might 
be able to give you some case histories or a rough 
estimate of the number of injuries that are treated 
during the season. 

The gathering of these basic facts is your first step. 
Complete this as soon as possible, as you will use 
this material throughout your campaign. Assign this 
responsibility at the first meeting, but don’t wait until 
the facts are in to plan the rest of your campaign. 


SAFE TOYS FOR CHRISTMAS 





Seek the cooperation of your local merchants. Con- 
tact them early in October, armed with the facts and 
any case histories you may have. 

Ask them if they will cooperate in any or all of these 
ways: by stressing safety in their toy advertising: 
by devoting a window to a safety exhibit; by training 
their sales people in the safety aspects of their mer- 
chandise. 

The initial contact should be made the first of Octo- 
ber at the latest because window displays for Christ- 
mas and advertising campaigns are planned long 
ahead. 

If they will cooperate, provide your merchants with 
the basic facts on safe toys. Offer to cooperate in 
an advisory fashion in setting up a window display. 
Offer to give the buyer for the toy department the 
facts for him to pass along to his sales personnel. 
Safety can be an important selling point for the 
merchant.. Time publication of newspaper features 
on safe toys with the advertiser’s schedule. 

Word of Warning: The National Safety Council 
maintains a policy of 40 years’ standing which pro- 
hibits it from approving or endorsing any specific 
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... SHARE SAFETY AT CHRISTMAS 


safety product and, of course, of officially disapprov- USE EVERY PROMOTION MEANS 
ing of any product. The name of the Council must There are many opportunities for developing exhibits 
not be used, therefore, in your campaign in this way. in a campaign of this sort: 
FIXING TOYS SAFELY ¢ A safe toys exhibit is a natural for a toy store window. 
© Through churches, Boy and Girl Scouts, Jaycees or e A fire safety exhibit might be displayed in a bank or 
other organizations collect worn or discarded toys a local insurance company window. 
and renew them for distribution to underprivileged e Tableware departments of local stores and florists 
children. might be interested in pointing out safety features 
© Contact the organizations in your community that of table decorations and centerpieces. 
have done this in the past and ask their cooperation. © Schools can put up exhibits on all phases of Christ- 
© See that the leaders of the rehabilitation work are mas safety with special emphasis on school parties. 
informed of various safety measures for toys—that e An exhibit on removing ice and snow and the haz- 
they check, for instance, that no animals have shoe- ards of bad weather can be displayed in a hardware 
button eyes to come off into an infant’s mouth or store window. 
that blocks are smooth and will not splinter, etc. ¢ Perhaps you can persuade the community to show 
e Lead-free paint should be used for repainting old the safe way to put up a Christmas tree in the com- 
toys. (to page 30) 






CAMPAIGN SCHEDULE 





ae 


OCTOBER 


1-15 PRE-CAMPAIGN. Contact organizations. Start obtaining local statistics, case histories, etc. Con- 
tact merchants on safe toy project. Write for samples of reference materials available. Check with 
local safety council or police chief to see if they are planning a special holiday hazards traffic 
safety campaign (see September, 1958 issue of Traffic Safety). 


15-31 CAMPAIGN PLANNING. Hold meeting of cooperating organizations to plan campaign, deter- 
mine feasibility of projects, assign responsibilities. Select publicity chairman and committee and 
have them report this meeting. If possible, determine approximate numbers of leaflets, posters, 
etc. needed and arrange for ordering from appropriate sources. Contact schools, churches, clubs 
concerning possible use of skit or pageant. 


NOVEMBER 


1-22 SOLIDIFYING CAMPAIGN PLANS. Publicity releases, scripts and “spots” being prepared. Contact 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, churches, etc. on toy rehabilitation or free collection projects. Prepare 
speech materials, sign up speech dates and speakers. Determine quantity and cost of tree tags 
and arrange for financing and printing. 


24-29 OPENING OF CAMPAIGN. Newspaper, radio and TV releases on campaign. Safe toys scripts and 
releases go on air. Stores cooperate in advertising campaign, window displays, exhibits, etc. 
Safe Toy Clinic opens. First week of talks on Christmas safety. 


DECEMBER 


1-13 Nurses, home demonstration personnel, welfare agencies commence month-long program of spe- 
cial Christmas precautions in line with regular duties. Toy rehabilitation program commences. 
Publicity on same. Continuation of talks and programs to clubs. Continuation of media releases 
plus any newsworthy local meetings. Christmas tree tags printed and distributed to merchants. 


15-20 Publicity on tree tags. Special tree safety releases to media. Skit and pageant productions, with 
proper publicity. Continuation of talks emphasizing tree safety and holiday parties. Distribution 
of leaflets. City tree is safely installed. Christmas safety rallies at youth centers and at industrial 
plants. 





22-24 Specially written local TV demonstration on how to set up a tree. Spot announcements spon- 
sored by fire department. Spot announcements on safe driving and holiday parties. 


JANUARY 


1-10 Take down tree publicity. Nurses and home visitors look for dry trees. Collection of trees by 
youth groups. Public bonfire of trees conducted by fire department. Hardware store exhibits on 
removal of ice and snow. 









Fall, 1958 
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Accidents that happened 
0) 


er sore Is A List of case his- 
tories, accidents which occurred 
over the country during the 1957 
holiday season. They are suggested 
for use in safety talks, publicity and 
campaigns. 


Shock Burns Mouth 

Two year old Sally J. knew there 
was a connection between the bright 
lights on her Christmas tree and the 
cord. She put one end of the cord 
in outlet — then stuck the other end 
in her mouth. The resulting shock 
was so great that she was unable to 
cry out. But her mother, Mrs. 
Louise J., happened to come into 
the room, grasped the cord and 
jerked it from the child’s mouth. 
Mrs. J. said she had to pull with 
such force that two teeth, a portion 
of Sally’s lower lip and the top of 
her tongue were torn loose. Physi- 
cians said they feared the accident 
might impair Sally’s speech. 


Fatal Christmas Candle 


Martha M., age five, died of 
burns suffered while trying to light 
a Christmas candle in her home. 
Her mother, Mrs. Mary M., and her 
grandmother, Mrs. Jane G., were in 
the kitchen when they heard Mar- 
tha scream in the living room. They 
rushed in to find the child writhing 


on the floor, her dress in flames. 


OOOO 


Swallows Watch 

Nancy G. recuperated following 
surgery to remove a toy watch the 
five year old swallowed. 


Children Left Alone 

Two children were fatally burned 
and a third was seriously injured by 
fire that broke out while their 
mother was on a 30-minute shop- 
ping tour for Christmas gifts. On her 
return at 1:00 p. m., Mrs. Marian 
M. found that firemen had extin- 
guished a fire in her apartment and 
two of her children — Peter, age 
two and Frances, age five — were 
dead. From four year old Patty it 
was learned that one of the victims 
had ignited a piece of paper at the 
gas stove. 


Baby Chews Bulb 

Mrs. Margaret S. put up the 
Christmas tree and checked the 
string of lights for the dead bulb. 
Not quite soon enough she saw it— 
in the mouth of her 18 month old 
daughter, Karen. Karen had a po- 
lice escort to the hospital, where she 
was kept under observation. X-rays 
showed four pieces of light bulb in 
her stomach. 


Boy Loses Eye 

Seven year old Peter W. lost the 
sight of one eye when he was struck 
by a dart thrown at a garage door 
by a friend. The 


Christmas dart 


@ during the holiday season 


“kit” included a small bull’s eye 
target and six-inch darts with heavy 
steel needles for points. 


Accidents at Christmas 
Emergency rooms at two hospitals 
recorded a weird variety of yuletide 
accidents in addition to scores of 
fractures due to bad weather. Two 
boys were treated for a Christmas 
(to page 31) 
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The above are totals for 30 states 
and the District of Columbia. If 
you can get local figures, on a 
comparable basis, these local fig- 
ures are always more effective. 
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How They Did Ji In... 


eer COUNCILS and committees 
reported their 1957 holiday acti- 
vities to the National Safety Coun- 
cil. Here are some of their ideas and 
campaigns which might work in 
your city. 


West Allis, Wis. 


The home safety committee of the 
West Allis Homemakers’ Club had 
3,000 shipping tags printed with 
Christmas tree safety suggestions. 
They were fastened to all trees sold 
by the Y.M.C.A. The following year 
tags were again furnished, not only 
to the “Y”, but to 20 other Christ- 
mas tree dealers. 


However, the club began to think 
about tzee hazards after the holidays. 
And so a “Tree Burning Campaign” 
was born. The group enlisted the 
support and cooperation of the may- 
or, the superintendent of public 
works, the superintendent of schools, 
the director of the school of voca- 
tional and adult education and the 
fire chief. Fifty-eight vacant lots in 
the city were placarded as “Christ- 
mas Tree Disposal” centers and ar- 
rangements made for city trucks to 
pick trees up from these centers and 
haul them to the city dump for 
burning. 


Baltimore, Md. 


The city health department and 
the medical and chirurgical faculty 
of Maryland cooperated in present- 
ing both radio and television pro- 
grams on Christmas safety prior to 
the holidays. The radio program 
was based on a family discussion 
with a doctor concerning safe toys 
for various age groups. The tele- 
vision show depicted the family doc- 
tor trimming a tree with Christmas 
safety suggestions. 


Bishop, Calif. 
The Union Carbide Nuclear Co. 


sponsored a series of radio broad- 
casts prior to Christmas on the sub- 
ject of safe toys. It also made up 
Christmas tree safety tags which 
were distributed with all trees sold 
in the area. 


Fall, 1958 


Hamilton, Ohio 

The women’s and home division 
of the Hamilton Safety Council sent 
cards to community groups and 
churches wishing them a safe Christ- 
mas season and a happy and acci- 
dent-free New Year. The inside page 
of the card contained the following 
verse: 

“Light one star for safety 


M ake it a safe Christmas 

E very trimming fireproofed 

R eady the house for scampering feet 

R emove throw rugs on this occasion 

Y our safety will brighten the holiday season 


C andles kept away from inflammables 

H appy the home that's accident free 

R emove Christmas gift wrappings quickly 
sn't it more wise to be safe than sorry 
mall check-ups prevent large casualties 
ake time to save time 

M ake this holiday the safest one ever 

A lways alert 

S afety to you is our wish for the holidays.” 


Oakland, Calif. 

A program reaching 10,000 school 
children during the two-week Christ- 
mas holiday was conducted by the 
Eastbay chapter, National Safety 
Council; the Oakland Tribune; 
Oakland Association of Insurance 
Agents and police and fire depart- 
ments. The Oakland Tribune ran a 
large ad for 10 days with a safety 
checklist dealing largely with Christ- 
mas home safety. 

Children checked their homes 
with parents, then took the ad to 
the nearest fire or police station. 
There, children were “sworn in” as 
Junior Safety Inspectors and given 
a candy cane, theater pass, and a 
Green Cross button. 


4a"u- 


San Jose, Calif. 

Participants in a Christmas safety 
program included the San Jose 
health department, Santa Clara 
county chapter of the National 
Safety Council, school district, 
PTA, Merchants Association, Re- 
tailers Association, Christmas tree 
retailers and the fire department. 
Radio stations and newspapers kept 
the community aware of hazards and 
safety precautions during the holi- 
day season. 

The purchase of safe toys was en- 
couraged by health department per- 


sonnel at child health conferences 
and during home visits by public 
health nurses. Sanitarians contacted 
Christmas tree retailers and asked 
the cooperation of salesmen in giv- 
ing out a list of precautions with 
each tree sold. Thirty-five thousand 
of these: lists»were, distributed. 

An exhibit showing parents how 
to make safe toys at home was pre- 
pared by the health department for 
the County Fair. 


Duluth, Minn. 

The home safety committee of the 
Women’s Institute enlisted the co- 
operation of the Association of 
Childhood Education and the PTA 
Council to sponsor a “Toy Clinic.” 
Wholesale houses loaned safe toys 
for an exhibit in the lobby of the 
Northern Minnesota Bank. 


Logan, Utah 

The Woodruff School PTA sent 
letters to all PTA parents request- 
ing them to hold a special family 
PTA home evening and Christmas 
social in their own homes in place 
of the December PTA meeting. The 
subject for the evening was “Safety 
at Christmas Time and Throughout 
the New Year.” 
* Several topics were enclosed with 
the letter to provide material for 
each family to use in reports, poems, 
skits and quiz games. Of the 258 
PTA families contacted, 157 re- 
ported that they had held such an 
evening, and a total of 564 people 
attended and participated in the 
parties. 


Minneapolis, Minn. 

A yearly project of the women’s 
division of the Greater Minneap- 
olis Safety Council is the distribu- 
tion of pamphlets on safe toys to 
clerks in toy departments of all stores 
handling Christmas toys. 


Fort Smith, Ark. 

Employees of the Oklahoma Gas 
& Electric Co. were urged to give 
their neighbors the benefit of their 
experience with electricity by help- 
ing them to check their electrical 
decorations at Christmas time. * 
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Note to Readers: 

The leaflet on the opposite page is “liftable” for mass mailings. 
For local use, here’s what you do: Tear along inner margin and dotted 
line below. Clip out the above headline, “Letter From Santa” with 
Santa’s picture and take both to your planograph press. This leaflet 
is intended to be folded twice horizontally. The headline goes on the 
top third of the back for mailing address. 

If you use as a “handout,” do not use the word “To” in the head- 
line. Space on the back may be used for your organization’s name and 
address. Print in green or red ink for a more festive appearance. 
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CHOOSE TOYS THAT TEACH 


by WILLARD ABRAHAM 


DO THIS: 





Choose toys that give children a chance to express themselves—be 
creative—and that provide an uninterrupted flow for their imagination. 
Read some of the tags, booklets and brochures which many enlightened 
toy manufacturers are putting out these days. In a few words they 
frequently manage to give a sound elemental course in child development. 
Observe factors of durability, strength (bend the toy a little to see 
whether bending a Jot by your four year old will destroy it) and safety 
(glass, small pieces that may come apart and sharp corners aren’t the 
best for most toddlers) . 

Endeavor to balance the toy diet of your youngster—indoor and outdoor; 
social, mental and physical growth; appeal to the various language 
areas—speaking, writing, listening and reading. 

Look at toys as an outlet for feelings and energies. Building or putting 
together and tearing down or pulling apart, dolls for dramatic play and 
skates for working off steam are examples of safety valves for feelings. 


DON’T DO THIS: 


Don’t limit yourself to toys a child wants. His experiences are limited 
and, since we’re trying to broaden them, maybe the choice should be a 
toy he never saw, never heard of and never thought of asking for. 
Don’t worry unduly about the child with a hammer, a saw, nails and 
sandpaper. A little adult guidance can go a long way, and the worry 
needn’t be concentrated on a flexible, adjustable child, but rather on 
the all-thumbs adult who never had a chance to learn under direction. 
Don’t buy at the fly-by-night toy store that has sprung up all of 
a sudden and will disappear just as quickly on December 26. 

Don’t overburden a child with toys that require constant adult super- 
vision, that encourage dependence on you because they’re too compli- 
cated or because they are not suitable for this child today. If you’ve 
bought it for the future, give it in the future. 

Don’t assume toys are frills for children. They are a vital contribution 
to their growth, necessary all 12 months of the year and not just on 
Christmas morning. 

If you’ve concluded on the basis of some of these ideas that the best 


toys are frequently the least expensive, you’re right. x 


An excerpt from “The Sense and Science of Buying Toys,” by Willard 
Abraham, professor of education, Arizona State College. Reprinted from 
Tovay’s Heattu, December, 1957 (published by American Medical Association). 
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ULETIDE SPIRIT..... 


I 


IS YOUR TREE ONLY AS LARGE AS YOU NEED? 
The larger your tree, the greater the fire hazard. 


m REPRESENTING THE 


DID YOU. WAIT TO BUY IT UNTIL JUST BEFORE YOU PUT IT UP? 
KEEP IT OUTDOORS UNTIL TIME? 


If you want your tree up during the Christmas-New Year’s week, wait 
to put it up until just before Christmas. A dry tree burns with almost 
explosive violence. Plan to have it up only a short time. 


IS IT PLACED IN A STAND FILLED WITH WATER?- 


Make a slanted cut across the base of the trunk just before you place 
it in the water-filled stand to help it absorb the water. Setting your 
tree in plain water is as good a fire-resistive measure as you can have. 
Be sure to keep the water level above the top of the cut. However, no 
tree is completely fire resistive. Check these other precautions as well. 


HAVE YOU PLACED YOUR TREE AWAY FROM SOURCES OF HEAT? 


Put it (firmly supported) in the coolest room in the house, away from 
radiators, television sets, fireplace, and so forth. Put it where it will 
not obstruct an entrance or exit even if it should fall. 


HAVE YOU USED NONFLAMMABLE DECORATIONS? 


Decorations made of metal or glass are non-flammable. Never use 
cotton, paper, and other flammable decorations either on the tree or 
around the base of it. 


If you use metal foil icicles or tinsel, check to see that no piece of foil 
is touching a light, socket, or cords. 


HAVE YOU USED LIGHTS AND CORDS BEARING THE 
UNDERWRITERS’ LABORATORIES LABEL? 


Check your sets first. Do not use sets that have frayed cords, faulty, 
ill-fitting sockets, loose connections, etc. Do not overload your circuits. 












Provide a switch at some distance from the tree for turning it on and ° 
off. Do not plug and unplug tree lights underneath the tree. 






Be sure, if you decorate out of doors, to use sets designed for outdoor 
use. Hang sockets downward so they will not catch water or collect 
snow. 


DO NOT USE CANDLES ON THE TREE. 










DO YOU ALWAYS TURN OFF THE CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS 
BEFORE LEAVING THE HOUSE? 


Turn off the lights, too, when no one is going to be in the room for 
any length of time. 









WHEN YOU TRIM OR DISMANTLE THE TREE, DO YOU USE A STEP 
STOOL OR LADDER TO REACH THE UPPER BRANCHES? 


If children are to help trim it, reserve the lower branches for their 
contribution to the artistic effect. 


Do not smoke while trimming the tree or taking it down. 











TAKE IT DOWN WHEN THE NEEDLES START TO FALL 


KEEP THEM SAFE AT CHRISTMAS 
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Distribute Leaflets 

Available from National Fire Pro- 
tection Assn., 60 Batterymarch 
Street, Boston 10, Mass. 

Christmas Tree Hazards and 
Treatments, 8 pages, size 6”x9”. 
This leaflet is a reprint from NFPA 
Quarterly, October, 1953 and deals 
with the fire hazards of Christmas 
trees and current data on the treat- 
ment of Christmas trees to increase 
their fire resistance, as well as brief 
mention of lighting, decorations and 
wrapping and gifts. Price 15¢ each, 
discounts for quantities, FOB Bos- 
ton. +Q47-7. 

Watch Out for Fire, Too, at Christ- 
mas Time, 9¥”x11” folded, printed 
in red and green. This illustrated 
folder covers safety precautions re- 
garding the tree, lighting, decora- 
tions, wrappings, gifts and special 
precautions to take in public places. 
Price $2.50 - 100; $20- 1,000, FOB 
Boston. #+G24-C. 


Available from the Safe Electrical 
Cord Committee, P.O. Box 398, 
Stratford, Conn., attn.: Richard W. 
Hawley. 

A Safe and Shining Christmas, 
94.” x6%” folded, printed in red 
and green. Flexible wiring for trees 
and decorations and safe electrical 
toys are stressed in this illustrated 
pamphlet. Price $.50 - 100. 

Available from American Visuals 
Corporation, 460 Fourth Ave., New 
York 16, N.Y. 

A Safe Holiday, Best Gift of All, 
size 5” x 7”, 16 pages. This colorful, 
illustrated booklet covers traffic and 
pedestrian safety, ice and snow, 
choosing and using toys, tree trim- 
ming, lighting, wiring, cooking, par- 
ties and smoking. Price 10 - 99, $.11 
each; 100-499, $.10; 500-999, $.085; 
1,000-4,999, $.07; 5,000 or more, 
$.06. FOB New York City. 


Available from Equitable Life As- 
surance Society, Bureau of Public 
Health, Box 572, General Post Of- 
fice, New York 1, N. Y. 


Play Is the Business of Children, 
size 8%2”x 11”, folded, printed in 
pink and black. This cheerfully illus- 
trated folder emphasizes understand- 
ing, planning and sharing your 
child’s play. It includes many help- 
ful suggestions for good play experi- 
ence for children. Includes section 
on toys that can easily be made at 
home. No charge. 


Available from National Safety 
Council, 425 N. Michigan Ave., Chi- 
cago 11, Ill. 


Select Safe Toys, three 8Y2”x11” 
mimeographed pages listing general 
and specific suggestions of toys suit- 
able for various age groups. Single 
copies available without charge. 
May be reproduced. 


Toys and Play Equipment, Safety 
Education Data Sheet #4, four 
pages, size 7”x 10”. Teaching aid 
covering circumstances of accidental 
injury from toys, selection and use. 
Price 1-9 copies, $.10 each; 10-99, 
$.058; 100-999, $.046; 1,000 - 4,- 
999, $.043. Less 10 per cent discount 
to NSC members. 


Available from American Toy In- 
stitute, 200 Fifth Ave., New York 
10, N. Y. 


Children Need Toys, leaflet show- 
ing children’s play needs as they 
grow and suggesting types of toys 
that are particularly helpful at dif- 
ferent stages of child’s development. 


How To Choose Toys, leaflet sug- 
gesting types of toys suited to chil- 
dren from infancy through age 10 
and emphasizing developmental 
characteristics which furnish clues to 
those suitable for different ages. 





Available from National Board of 
Fire Underwriters, 85 John St., New 
York 38, N. Y. 

Keep Your Christmas Merry, size 
6” x 9”, folded, printed in red and 
green. Covers trees, decorations, 
wiring, safe toys, costumes, etc. No 
charge. 

Let’s Keep Christmas Merry, sin- 
gle illustrated sheet, size 8/2” x 11”. 
Reprint from Fire Insurance Facts 
and Trends, Nov., 1955, covering 
1954 holiday accident statistics and 
prevention tips. No charge. 


Say It With Posters 


Available from National Fire Pro- 
tection Assn., 60 Batterymarch 
Street, Boston 10, Mass. 

“May Your Christmas Be full of 
Happiness . . . and Free from Fire,” 
Santa and “Sparky,” the fire dog. 
Size 84%” x 11”, printed in red and 
black. Price $.10 each, $1.00 per 
doz., $5.00 per hundred, $35.00 per 
thousand, FOB Boston. #+JH27H. 

Available from National Safety 
Council, 425 N. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago 11, Ill. Prices less 10 per 
cent discount to NSC members. 

“A Safe Holiday Is A Happier 
One!” Santa circles Earth in a jet. 
Size 17” x 23”, printed in two col- 
ors. Price $.50 each; 10-99, $.22 
each; 100-999, $.185 each. 
30858-B. 

“Let’s Make It a Merrier Christ- 
mas with Safety,” Santa unpacks 
gifts. Size 8%” x 11”, printed in two 
colors. Price $.15 each; 10 - 99, $.092 
each; 100 - 999, $.063 each. +0589- 
A. 

“A Special Season, A Special 
Reason — To Prevent Accidents,” 
Santa. Size 81%2”x 11”, printed in 
two colors. Price $.15 each; 10 - 99, 
$.092 each; 100-999, $.063 each. 
#1159-A. 

(to page 30) 


*For Your Information-here is a list of reference 
materials for your organization to use 


Fall, 1958 


in promoting your Christmas holiday safety campaign. 


















tests TV as lifesaving device . . . 

Closed circuit television and portable radio communi- 
cations were demonstrated by General Electric Co. to 
solve the frequent drownings in a Syracuse, N. Y., creek. 
Using four TV cameras, two mounted on the bridges 
and the other two on the creek banks, police could 
watch a hidden 800 foot stretch of the stream on the 
monitor from one of the bridges. 

With loudspeakers, they could shoo children away 
from the danger points. G. E. engineers said the cost 
of the installation could be determined by a complete 
survey. Guards now patrol some of the 7/2 mile creek 
that runs through the center of the city at a cost of 
$50,000 a year. 


* * * 


occupation: baby sitter . . . 

When the Argonne National Laboratories, Lemont, 
Iil., sends its employees a congratulatory note on the 
birth of a child, it encloses a booklet, Occupation: 
Baby Sitter. The booklet was published by the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters. A card attached to the 
booklet reads: “Along with our congratulations, may 
we, by way of the attached brochure, offer a few friendly 
suggestions for your “away from home” hours when that 
little one is entrusted to someone else’s care.” 





Mayor Wagner talks on home safety. . . 

The following is an excerpt of a talk by New York 
City Mayor Robert F. Wagner given last spring before 
the Greater New York safety council: 

“The preschool child is particularly vulnerable to 
accidents. Home accidents are a frequent occurrence 
among this age group. In 1951 the Bureau of Child 
Health inaugurated a threefold program of staff train- 
ing, parent education and epidemiological investigation. 

“If a child has suffered an accident, the physician 
interrogates the parent, reports on a designated form 
and advises the parent how to prevent such accidents. 
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The child health station team,, doctor and nurse, re- 
ceive pre-service and in-service training about home 
safety. A chapter on home safety and accident preven- 
tion is now a basic part of the manual of procedures for 
the personnel of child health stations. 


“Home safety is a frequent topic of discussion among 
the various parent education groups carried on in our 
child health stations. Public health nurses utilize their 
home visits—about 200,000 annually—as an opportunity 
to observe hazardous conditions and advise on necessary 
safety measures. Home visits are made by public health 
nurses on all cases of accidental poisonings in children. 
New York city is probably the only place where infor- 
mation on non-fatal home accidents is being gathered 
on a comprehensive scale.” 


warns junior jupiteers’ parents . . . 

With a thank you note to all members of the state 
executive committee of the women’s division, New 
Jersey state safety council, Director Edith R. Doane 
enclosed a letter this summer entitled “A Timely Warn- 
ing to Parents of Junior Jupiteers.” In it she said, 
*... rocket experimentation by young amateurs is very 
likely to be transferred from the controlled supervision 
of a classroom project to an unsupervised activity in 
the basement and backyard, resulting in an increasing 
number of tragic accidents.” Director Doane urged all 
parents to prohibit such activity. She reminded them 
of the New Jersey law outlawing fireworks, and said 
homemade rockets are “fireworks” as defined by that 
law. 


play the numbers game... . 


Fractious children in a car can be as dangerous as 
faulty brakes. For a solution, the Ontario Safety League 
offers the “numbers game” to hold the child’s atten- 
tion. Each child chooses a number. A nickel is earned 
each time a license plate is spotted ending in the two 
figures chosen. Only cars in motion and going the same 
way are eligible. Cars from other provinces or the U. S. 
count double. It may cost Father a bit before the trip 
is over, but it increases the chance of arriving in one 
piece. 





county health department aids industry . . . 
Something new in the field of off-the-job safety was 
recently started by the Post Products plant in Battle 
Creek, Mich. The safety committee is working with the 
county health department in promoting its accident 
prevention program. It’s the first time in Michigan 
that industry has turned to the health department, ac- 
cording to Hugh Robins, M.D., director, Calhoun 
County Health Department. Robins recently spoke on 
home safety at the annual meeting with the salesmen 
of the companies that supply safety equipment. 
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“os BEGINS AT HOME” 

That is the theme for the 46th 
National Safety Congress in Chi- 
cago, Oct. 20 through 24. The Con- 
gress—the annual convention of the 
National Safety Council—will have 
300 sessions, 900 speakers and will 
attract an expected 12,500 safety 
specialists from the United States, 
Canada and several foreign coun- 
tries. 

Sessions pertaining to all fields of 
safety will be held during the five 
day convention at six Chicago ho- 
tels—the Conrad Hilton, Pick-Con- 
gress, LaSalle, Morrison, Sheraton- 
Blackstone and Hamilton. 


Featured speaker for the early 
morning sessions will be Fred Smith, 
management consultant and head of 
Fred Smith and Associates, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, who will speak on com- 
munications. 


At this “world’s biggest safety 
show” the exposition section will 
have 200 exhibits on all types of ac- 
cident prevention equipment. Of 
special interest to home safety offi- 
cials will be the Boy Scouts’ exhibit, 
the Red Cross booth and the display 
of the National Society for the Pre- 
vention of Blindness. The Home 
Safety Conference is featuring a spe- 
cial exhibit on toy safety —con- 
trasting unsafe toys with safe ones. 


Following are the Home Safety 
sessions: 





Fall, 1958 


Varn t Oot ~ Grnef 


“Safety Begins at Home” 


/ 
/ 


Monday evening, October 20 
8:00 p. m., Waldorf Room, third 
floor, Conrad Hilton Hotel 


The Rapid Urbanization of 
America—Challenges to Safety 


Moderator: Walter Cutter, Ph.D., 
director, Center for Safety Educa- 
tion, New York University, New 
York City 


Population Trends — Philip M. 
Hauser, professor and chairman, 
department of sociology, Univer- 
sity of Chicago 

The Impact of Housing Rehabilita- 
tion and Conservation—E. R. 
Krumbiegel, M.D., commissioner 
of health, Milwaukee Health 
Dept., Milwaukee 


Cities and Resources Are for People 
—Allan C. Williams, president, 
Neighborhood Renewal Consult- 


ants, Inc., Chicago 


Discussants: Representing the NSC 
Traffic and Transportation Con- 
ference: Norman Damon, vice 
president, Automotive Safety 
Foundation, Washington, D. C.; 
representing the NSC Industrial 
Conference: John V. Grimaldi, 
consultant, safety and plant pro- 
tection, General Electric Co., New 
York City; representing the NSC 
Home Conference: Howard Ennes, 
director, bureau of public health, 
Equitable Life Assurance Society, 
New York City; representing the 
NSC School and College Confer- 























ence: Miss Elsa Schneider, special- 
ist, health, physical education, rec- 
reation, safety, U. S. Office of 
Education, Washington, D. C. 


Tuesday, October 21 

9:30 a. m., Private Dining Room 

#2, third floor, Conrad Hilton Ho- 

tel 

Community Programs for 

Environmental Safety 

Chairman: Eugene L. Lehr, chief, 
program services, accident pre- 
vention program, U. S. Public 
Health Service, Washington, D.C. 

Successful Home Fire Prevention 
Through Inspection — Francis J. 
Saunders, chief, Springfield Fire 
Department, Springfield, Ill. 

The Role of the Building Commis- 
sioner in Environment Home 
Safety. Paul E. Baseler, executive 
secretary, Building Officials Con- 
ference of America, Chicago 

Wednesday, October 22 

9:30 a. m., Bel Air Room, third 

floor, Conrad Hilton Hotel 


The Role of the Volunteer— 

Organizational Examples 

Chairman: William E. Billings, exec- 
utive vice president, Greater 
Cleveland Safety Council, Cleve- 
land, Ohio 

Primarily a Fund Raiser — Willard 
Johnson, vice president, National 
Conference of Christians and 
Jews, regional office, Chicago 

(to page 29) 
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LETS STOP THESE 


by PERCY BUGBEE 


mentary to high school grades. The enthusiastic response I 
shows that all that remains to be done is to gain the ‘ 
acceptance of teachers everywhere, so that subsequent 
generations will not handle fire as tragically as does 
the present generation. 


VERMONT--Father fell asleep in chair 
holding cigarette. Ignited trousers. 


? 


He rushed outside. Four children burned ) 59 —~ ro 4 Ye f 
to death. Another growing force in the attack on fire deaths s 
is the International Association of Fire Chiefs. Headed ( 
by Jay Stevens of San Francisco, the association pro- t 


NEW JERSEY--Family of seven dead when 
home constructed of packing crates 
caught fire from overheated stove. 


motes the simple inspection of dwellings in a com- ( 
munity by the fire department. Wherever this approach 
is tried, a marked reduction in dwelling fires results. 


According to Stevens, more than two million homes on ( 

MICHIGAN--Mother poured kerosene on Re ee Sangre ae ees Ee 

coal fire in kitchen. Nine children baie a ee aes : 3 ey 
and parents burn to death. Ps vind: ge eer ea dagrreteage tm 

simple fire hazards through home inspection blanks me - 

distributed to children in the schools. Here again, the 1 


MASSACHUSETTS--Man installing wiring, device is simple, inexpensive and effective. 


short circuited wiring. Fire started 


killing five of his six children. A fourth attack upon this problem of fire deaths is t 
the year-round educational campaign directed at home i 
fire prevention conducted by the National Fire Protec- ( 


tion Association through all existing media, such as 


These are not unusual or isolated cases. Such care- 
lessness causes: 5,000 fires daily. Perhaps one reason 
why the general public does not become aroused over 
the needless waste and suffering is that good, reliable 
statistics on deaths and injuries in fires are not available. 





The NFPA committee on fire casualty statistics has 
come up with a standard form for reporting fire casual- 
ties. We hope eventually to persuade all states to use 
it. Your help in getting your states to use this form 
would be very much appreciated. 


OBSERVE NATIONAL FRE | 


Hs CARELESSNESS is the guilty party in almost merc 
every fire. To emphasize that nearly all fires are avail 





How can we attack this problem? How do we effect preventable, National Fire Prevention Week is set} color 
a mass education of all people to stop committing care- aside annually. stick 
less acts which result in death and destruction? This year National Fire Prevention Week is Octo- Prot 
A basic consideration is the education of children in ber 5 through 11. Traditionally, the nation-wide at- 10, 1 
the schools. The National Education Association has tack on fires is the full week including October 9, Tl 
been tackling this problem. It proceeds on the principle the anniversary of the ate Chicago aoe “ 1ere, | as or 
that teachers will much more readily accept material Sponsored ts the Hoteunt pgse onmapersce — | prev 
prepared by teachers for teachers. The NEA has pro- tion and the National Board of Fire Underwriters, | P 
duced a series of excellent manuals on how to teach the week is observed throughout the United States _ 
fire prevention in existing courses of study from ele- and Canada. =a 
Ammunition for the attack on fires includes new and 
home inspection blanks, self-inspection blanks for venti 


This is a condensation of a talk given by Percy Bugbee at the 
1957 National Safety Congress. Mr. Bugbee is general manager 
of the National Fire Protection Association. 
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| FIRES! 


2 o . 


e newspapers, television, radio, magazines and house or- 
le gans. Hundreds of communities have organized Sparky 
it Fire Departments for children. 


These movements and tools are available; we must 
find ways and means of utilizing them effectively. We 





1S should take advantage of the American National Red 

d Cross chapters everywhere to gain acceptance of the 

)- educational program, the fire chief’s program and the 

\- , others. 

h 

:. The Boy Scouts of America have discovered that . , i 

n one potent source of sponsorship for troops is the volun- = “ 
teer fire departments. Here is another nation-wide or- GIVING A LIGHT touch to a serious problem, clown 
ganization that can be of tremendous help. shows Austin, Tex., students many different home 

r fire hazards and ways to eliminate the dangers. 

S J Other national groups that can be of tremendous help 

e ’ in a broad attack on fires are the General Federation of 


Woman’s Clubs, life insurance companies and labor 


unions. Such forces working in each community with CONDUCTS HOME 


s the help of the chamber of commerce, safety councils, 
e insurance boards, Rotary and Kiwanis clubs and similar 


: | civic groups can effectively stop fire deaths and —s FIRE HAZARDS EXHIBIT 
FOR STUDENTS 


— SHOW depicting fire hazards in the home was 













exhibited in grade schools and junior high schools 
by the Texas Insurance Fieldmen’s Association. 


AL FRE PREVENTION WEEK 


Imost | merchants, and fire safety checklists. Other materials Originated and conducted by the Association, the 
Ss are available from the NFPA are posters, flyers, Sparky show portrays a scene in an average home and then a 
is set } coloring books and comic books for youngsters, demonstration shows the careless use of electrical ap- 
stickers, blotters, and fact sheets. Write National Fire pliances, combustibles, smoking and using matches. 

JIcto- | Protection Association, 60 Batterymarch St., Boston 

le at- “ere The exhibition, sponsored by local fire departments, 
: f.. The Home Safety Conference recognizes home fires ee . argo “ eg pita te wen = 
ocia- | 8 one of the most urgent problems in home accident ee ee 1p fa eal laare 
iters. prevention. For this reason, local safety councils and PO eevee Re. 

states committees are urged to contact their fire chief and 


Home inspection blanks covering fire hazards were 
distributed by school children, Boy Scouts and Girl 


Scouts before the town inspection programs, also con- 


| Chamber of Commerce and to gear in their interest 


new f and activities with the local campaign for Fire Pre- 


vention Week. a : 
ducted by the association. Cash awards were made to 


individuals who showed the most interest in the pro- 
gram. 
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AM OF FIREMEN on home inspection tour discusses the 
2sartment’s “Operation Neighbor” with elderly citizen. 


at Nsom THAT will never be 
completed.” 


That’s how Eugene D. Glaze, 
executive director, Memphis-Shelby 
county (Tenn.), safety council, de- 
scribed the county’s Operation 
Neighborhood. The program, ini- 
tiated and conducted by the Mem- 
phis Fire Department, is a perpetual 
education campaign to save lives and 
property and is aimed particularly at 
two groups of people—the aged and 
handicapped. Here’s how it all be- 
gan. 

The excessive number of acci- 
dental deaths from fire during 1957 
prompted a review by top fire offi- 
cials in the county. Reports revealed 
that pre-school age children and 
adults over 50 were the main vic- 
tims. After a closer check, the re- 
ports showed that many of these, 


especially the adults, were handi- 
capped and unable to move from 
their beds or rooms to escape. 


Immediately, Chief John C. 
Klinck, Memphis Fire Department, 
came up with the idea of “Opera- 
tion Neighbor” and promotion be- 
gan in early January. 


Compiled List of Names 


The fire department compiled a 
list of names and addresses of all 
those who were blind, lame or for 
some reason confined to their rooms 
or beds. The fire safety division ex- 
tended the program into the county. 
Not only the person, but the actual 
location of the room within the 
house as well as the bed occupied 
by the handicapped person was 
listed with the nearest fire company, 








FRAYED WIRES, exposed wiring, overloaded circuits 
were home hazards firemen found in_ inspections. 


in case an emergency required his 
evacuation. 


A trained team of firemen then 
made personal visits to the elderly 
and handicapped. These teams 
talked with the people, acquainted 
them with the program and dis- 
cussed the various fire hazards in 
the home. 


Extreme caution and tact were 
exercised and the handicapped were 
assured that all information was 
strictly confidential. The following 
are some of the suggestions included 
in the Instructions for Firemen In- 
spectors : 


1. Does person have set plan on 
how he or she would get out in case 
of fire? If not, outline one for him. 


2. Are passageways clear of ob- 
struction at all times? 
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\ {EIGHBOR — NEIGHBORHOOD 


COMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS near stoves and heating appliances can 


make a home a death trap. Firemen record findings for interviews. 


3. Are heating appliances prop- 
erly protected, in good working 
order? 

No curtains or drapes near 
stoves. 

No combustible materials 
stored near stoves or other 
heating devices. 

No stove placed near doors or 
exits. 


Have Constant Companion 

4. If person is blind or totally dis- 
abled, is there a capable person with 
him at all times to aid him in case 
of fire? If not, solicit the aid of 
neighbors. 

5. Are sleeping quarters on 
ground floor? This should be a must. 
Close to exit. 

6. Do not encourage handicapped 
persons to be independent of help 
from others. 
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7. Try to leave the handicapped 
person with a feeling of security. 


However, regardless of all the vis- 
its, and all the radio, television and 
newspaper publicity, fires continued 
and lives were lost. The job wasn’t 
thorough enough to satisfy the fire 
officials. 

Therefore, in April, “Operation 
Neighborhood” was launched. Fire- 
men, with their fire engines and 
trucks on radio standby for fire calls, 
began a door-to-door crusade to pre- 
vent fires. They inspected homes for 
fire hazards and talked with occu- 
pants about the dangers of over- 
loaded circuits, poor housekeeping, 
frayed electric wires and faulty fire- 
places, furnaces and appliances. 

As soon as a complete area had 
been inspected, follow-ups began. 
And the follow-ups will continue. 
The program is never-ending. be 
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FLOOR FURNACES and baby jumpers don’t 
mix, fireman warns mother. Below: A clut- 
tered closet hreeds trouble, inspector says. 
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IGHT YEAR OLD Kerry Thurman 
E of Alameda, Idaho, saved her 
own life last year by remembering 
the instructions “get down and roll 
if your clothing catches fire.” She 
learned this rule from the Junior 
Fire Marshal program. 

Like Kerry, more than four mil- 
lion elementary school children are 
learning the dangers of fire and the 
formulas for fire prevention. The 
youngsters qQualiff as qumior fire 
marshals during National Fire Pre- 
vention Week by completing a home 
fire inspection. The inspection check- 
list is published in the fall issue of 
the Junior Fire Marshal magazine, 
a publication printed three times 
during the school year and distrib- 
uted free in classrooms. 

Having become junior fire mar- 
shals, the students receive red fire 
helmets ard signet rings. Classroom 
“honor roll” posters for teachers 
keep records of the boys and girls 
who have completed their home in- 
spections. To every school reporting 
satisfactory completion of the re- 
ports, a Junior Fire Marshal 
Achievement Award banner is given. 

The young marshals participate in 
many home and classroom activities 
relating to fire protection and pre- 
vention. The annual Christmas proj- 
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Gre On The Loose! 


ect sends the students canvassing 
their community, tagging all Christ- 
mas trees with a special tag listing 
holiday fire dangers at home. 

In springtime, their energy turns 
to spring clean-up and the students 
remind their parents and neighbors 
to remove combustible rubbish from 
their homes, clean the house safely 
and burn trash out-of-doors. Inter- 
spersed with these special projects 


CITIZENS VISIT 
FIRE STATIONS 
It’s open house at the fire stations 


in Milwaukee, Wis., each year dur- 
ing National Fire Prevention Week. 


All engine houses throughout the 
city are open to the public. Parents, 
schools and various civic organiza- 
tions are invited to visit any engine 
house and view the apparatus, facil- 
ities and receive a general knowledge 
of what goes on from the time an 
individual sends an alarm of fire (by 
telephone or alarm box) until the 
companies responds 

In conjunction with the week’s 
program, firemen visit schools, giv- 
ing a demonstration on transmitting 
alarms. 


are lessons on campfire safety, flam- 
mable liquids, how to turn in a fire 
alarm, dangers of children playing 
with matches and how to evacuate 
a house in the event of fire. 

This educational public service 
program is sponsored by the Hart- 
ford Fire Insurance company. The 
coast-to-coast program was started 
in the fall of 1947, initially as a 
home fire inspection project. That 
year, less than 100,000 children par- 
ticipated. The program has ex- 
panded rapidly, involving in the past 
school year more than four million 
students in the 48 states, Canada, 
Hawaii and the Philippines. 

In 1954 the helmets and badges 
were introduced and the next year 
the Junior Fire Marshal newspaper 
was started. In 1956 all materials and 
information were devised in a form 
so they could be integrated with the 
regular school curriculum on a year- 
round basis. 

J. Kenneth Cagney, originator and 
supervisor of the Junior Fire Mar- 
shal program, said the latest mate- 
rials include a series of eight fire 
prevention posters for school rooms, 
a color film “The Story of Fire 
Fighting in America” and other 
new teaching supplementary mate- 
rials. s 
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Soh saci AND GOBLINS roam the 
streets; spooks and witches zoom 
through the sky. It’s a scary time of 
the year for the little folks — and 
they have cause to fear. Danger lurks 
all around them—in their flammable 
costumes, in their candle-lit jack-o- 
lanterns, in walking down the dark 
streets. 


But Halloween hazards needn't 
spoil the tiny, young witches’ “trick 
or treat” thrills. Knowledgeable par- 
ents can save the life of their puss- 
in-boots with a few simple precau- 
tions. 


The rule “at night, wear white” 
is particularly important on Hallo- 
ween. Drivers can’t see small black 
cats crossing the streets. But chil- 
dren can be illuminated with a large, 
fluorescent bow on their costume, a 
wide hatband of reflective tape or 
ribbon, by carrying a big, white 
shopping bag or a reflectorized 
pumpkin pasted on the bag. 


However, often drivers can see the 
children, but the little ones can’t 
see the cars. One tragedy occurred 
because a youngster didn’t see a car 
through the tiny eye slits in her 
Halloween mask. A few years ago, 
a Seattle, Wash., mother found an 
imaginative answer to this hazard — 
make up instead of masks. More col- 
orful, more comfortable and much 
safer, wey made false faces de- 


Se 14 





Fall, 1958 


lighted mothers and children alike. 
The local PTA cooperated with the 
safety council and “Make Up for 
Safety” is now an established part 
of the Halloween season in many 
communities. 

Fire, the daily danger, has many 
more outlets on this night. Flame 
proof crepe paper and imitation 
jack-o-lanterns are now available at 
most stores. All party decorations 
and home made outfits can be fire 
proof. But don’t be misled. This 
means that the material will not ig- 
nite at relatively high temperatures. 
However, it will burn in direct con- 
tact with flame. 

Cloth can be made flame resistant 
bydipping\the fabric in the follow- 
ing solution: Mix nine ounces of 
borax and four ounces of boric acid 
in a gallon of water. Hang the fab- 
ric to dry after dipping. The fabric 
must be retreated after laundering. 


Parents can warn their children 
time and again, but the thrill of the 
night too often makes them careless. 
To keep children out of mischief and 
heighten their fun, organize commu- 
nity-wide projects by contacting lo- 
cal safety committees, police, retail 
stores and civic organizations and 
schools. Enlist their help in spon- 
soring games, costume contests and 
a central place for the youngsters to 
give vent to their excited energy. 


Finally, use this last minute check- 


list around October 29: 


No public bonfires unless con- 
trolled by fire department. 

Use flashlights, never candles, to 
light jack-o-lanterns. 

x] Take indoors any objects to 
tempt vandals, i.e., barrels, trash 
cans, lawn mowers. 

Tie white strips of cloth on wires 
or ropes surrounding plants, etc. 
in yards. 

Never cover light bulbs with pa- 
per or other inflammable mate- 
rial. 

All paper and cloth used for dec- 
orations or costumes must be fire 
proof. 

Keep corn husk decorations away 
from fire and spray with fire- 
proofing liquid. 

Arrange for an adult to accom- 

pany children on streets. e 


TRICKS 


or 





= 


— i 


TREATS — 


; 


{ 


without 


wD 


ull 


—_=., 


om 


} 


all 


o—_ 


<OmA PA = 


= 


| 


= 
~ 


‘| 


eon 


| 


I 


Teattire— 


Dis erttlinee 











‘ 


| 


| 


| 


SAT PARAMS it RI PEE 


> 


 — 





























































OO _—eeee 





















Scouts Do 


Forty Million 
Good Turns 


by E. E. HOISINGTON 





KNOCK ON EVERY DOOR is the Scouts’ goal to tell people all 
about home safety and distribute Handbook for Emergencies. 


Firemen Are 


Their Buddies 


by JULIAN HOWARD 
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Gres MONTHS AGO, the Boy 
Scouts of America launched a 
mammoth safety program that was 
destined to touch the lives of more 
than 40 million American families. 
Given the title of the 1958 National 
Safety Good Turn, this was to be a 
do-it safety program, a program 
meant to save lives and limbs, a pro- 
gram to teach boys safety, to make 
Americans everywhere safety con- 
scious. 

For three months, the Scouts con- 
centrated on traffic safety. This sum- 
mer, Scouts everywhere, from 8 to 
18, learned the knowledge and skills 
and acquired the safe attitudes of 
outdoor safety. Now this 442 million 





hope GENERATIONS of Chicago 

Boy Scouts, accustomed to turn- 
ing to firemen as counselors for their 
Firemanship merit badge, would be 
amazed at the Scouting activities 
that will center around Chicago’s 
150 fire stations and three fire boats. 
The Chicago Fire Department has 
been preparing since late 1957 to go 
all out for the local home safety 
phase of the Boy Scouts’ nation-wide 
Safety Good Turn. 

October 11, is “D” (Delivery) day 
for Chicago’s 50,000 Scouts, Cubs, 
and Explorers. They will deliver 
booklets on home safety to 1,100,000 
households of the city. October 11 
also concludes “Scout Open House 
Week” for Chicago’s 4,400 firemen. 
But the open house feature is just 
the introduction of weeks of fire 
safety training to follow. 





SCOUTS KNOW g 
home accidents. Boys start by cleaning own homes. 





membership organization has set its 
safety sights on the home accident 
problem. 

In September, October and Nov- 
ember, under volunteer Scouter and 
safety personnel guidance, boys in 
113,000 units will carry out home 
hazard hunts and clean-up cam- 
paigns. They'll stage home safety 
demonstrations, fix unsafe toys, set 
up window displays, and conduct 
hundreds of other learn-by-doing 
home safety projects. 

Highlight of this home safety 
phase comes on October 11 when 
Boy Scouts and Explorers across the 
nation will do some 40 million Good 
Turns. On that day they'll take a 


Cub Scouts will be invited to go 
with leaders to the nearest fire sta- 
tion after school or on Saturdays. 
Boy Scouts and Explorers will tour 
in the evenings. Tours will include 
the physical structure of the build- 
ings and details of apparatus and 
equipment. Boys will be shown how 
firemen receive and respond to 
alarms including reports by radio, by 
“Joker” (key) system, and the talker 
or telephone. They will be conducted 
through the sleeping quarters and 
cooking facilities. 

Scouts will see a demonstration on 
fire extinguishing methods for home 
emergency and fire prevention infor- 
mation and descriptions of fire haz- 
ards will be given. 

Each boy will receive an_ illus- 
trated home safety check list. The 
checking may be done by the boy 
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safety message and Handbook for 
Emergencies to the door of every 
home. Prepared by the Federal Civil 
Defense Administration, the 24-page 
handbook covers home safety pro- 
cedures and precautions for all dis- 
asters. (See pg. 29.) 


Through home safety projects, of- 
ficials of the Boy Scouts of America 
are helping our nation’s youth “Be 
Prepared” in safety by teaching boys 
the causes of accidents—the whys, 
whens, wheres, and hows. They are 
teaching boys the skills needed to 
overcome the dangers of our modern 
age activities. And most important, 
by making safety an active part of 
their program, and by emphasizing 





FORA 


and his parents, and then returned 
to the unit leader who will suggest 
fire hazards to correct. 


Individual explorers and older 
Scouts will be invited to spend a day 
in one of the fire stations or fire 
boats. They will report in uniform at 
7:30 a. m., and will be assigned to 
one fireman or officer who will be 
a “buddy” for the next 12 hours. 


Scouts will be shown how and 
where the fireman uses the axe and 
pike poles. There will be demonstra- 
tions of knot-tying and ropes for 
fire fighting. First aid problems will 
be worked on. Explanations will be 
given of fire fighting clothing and of- 
ficer ranks and duties. Of course, the 
Scouts and Explorers will not ride 
on the apparatus or respond to fires. 


Improper home wiring methods 
will be explained. Scouts will be 
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FIREMEN EXPLAIN parts of engine and fire fighting 
equipment during Scouts’ tour of fire department. 





and practicing safety, Scout leaders 
are helping boys acquire the proper 
safe attitudes. 

Whenever and wherever possible, 
projects are geared to the Boy Scout 
advancement program. In addition, 
every Scout unit can receive recog- 
nition for achievement in this 1958 
Safety Good Turn. When a Cub 
Scout pack, Boy Scout troop, or Ex- 
plorer unit completes a home safety 
project this fall, it'll receive a special 
seal to place on an_ attractive 
green and gold shield received last 
February. 

Councils, too, can receive recogni- 
tion for achievement plaques when 


shown how to store liquids such as 
paints, gas and other flammables. 
Among the projects which Scouts 
will carry out during this home 
safety phase is compiling a log or 
scrap book from magazine and news- 
paper articles on fire and home acci- 
dents. Another project is the check- 
ing of family medicine cabinets, in- 
serting pointed needles or pins or 
properly labeling bottles containing 
poisonous fluids). They may also 
make metal containers for matches 
to keep them away from children. 
Water and sand pails can be painted, 
labeled, hung in a handy location 
and reserved for fire use only. 
Other recommended projects in- 
cluded making medicine chests and 
places to store lye, insect extermina- 
tors and other poisonous and dan- 
gerous household materials. Scouts 
may build holders for knives and 





73 per cent or more of the Scout 
units in their area complete projects 
in all three of the Safety Good Turn 
phases—traffic, outdoor, and home 
safety. 

By helping boys become safety 
conscious in the home, by helping 
them develop habits of safe home 
living, the Boy Scouts of America 
will make the homes of our nation 
safer homes today—and especially 
tomorrow, for the boys of today are 
the homeowners of tomorrow. * 


E. E. Hoisington is assistant director, 
health and safety service, Boy Scouts of 
America, New Brunswick, N. J. 


“BE PREPARED” is the Scouting theory and here a Scout jj 
applies his first aid to care for a minor home accident. 


sharp tools. First aid kits for the 
home may be assembled. Boys may 
list home accidents and their causes. 
Another interesting project is col- 
lecting Christmas trees after the holi- 
days and keeping them in places to 
prevent fire hazards. 

Backyard clean-ups will be recom- 
mended where advisable. Scouts and 
Explorers will check their basements 
and attics for fire hazards. 

Scout troops, Cub Packs, and Ex- 
plorer Units who carry out any one 
of the recommended projects will 
receive a sticker for their Safety 
Good Turn plaque. They wili also 
receive a unit award ribbon to be 
hung from their flag. Each Scout 
participating will receive a “Scout 
Fire Chief” certificate. 2 





Julian Howard is a member of the health 
and safety committee, Chicago Council, 
Boy Scouts of America. 
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HEY RE ON THE LOosE! Armed with rifles, shotguns, 
even bows and arrows, they are roaming, stalking and 
stealing through fields and woods. They’re out to kill 
more than 2,000 people this year. 

This is the number of people who accidentally kill them- 
selves or someone else each year with firearms. In October, 
November, and December, the monthly totals increase by 
60 per cent. This increase comes during the hunting sea- 
son when more than 15 million hunters set out for the fall 
sporting season. 

Many of these 15 million will hunt on a path to death 
as they tramp the fields with their safety off, with their 
fingers through the trigger guard or with their gun muz- 
zles pointed toward a hunting companion. Many will be 
poised to shoot—at almost anything that moves through 
the bushes, too nervous and excited with the spirit of the 
hunt to wait until they can properly identify their game. 
Then back at camp or lodge or even home, the “show- 
offs” will be eager to display their prowess and skill in 
handling a gun. The careless will stand their loaded guns 
casually in a corner or against the porch rail while they 
eagerly discuss the one that got away. 

Considering the number of persons handling weapons 
and the lack of training and the countless violations of 
common-sense safety rules, the number of accidents to 
hunters is surprisingly small. But the casualties, when they 
do come, are often tragic. 
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FOR SAFETY 


Does your local safety committee 
wish to do something about firearms 
accidents? If so, the first thing to 
do is not to agitate for “there ought 
to be a law.” Enough laws and 
regulations exist, and the main job 
is that of educating and training the 
individual who is to use firearms. 


Step One 
Get the facts. The facts about 
national firearms deaths are in the 
following table: 
Firearms Deaths, U. S. 





Under 5 years ........ 77 
SE eae 445 
LS a 514 
Re Os odes as 4s 282 
EE Es on 553,000 263 
ME NEN wat acs i os 245 
ab MERE EE EES 165 
eee e 94 
ee ree 34 
Age unknown ........ 1 
pg | Ta ne Ire err Ee 2,120 


What are the facts for your state? 
For your community? The vital sta- 
tistics division of your state health 
department or local health depart- 
ment can furnish death data. Usu- 
ally the local police department can 
furnish data on firearms injuries to 
a responsible committee. 


Step Two . 

Decide once and for all that safe 
shooting means training and not pro- 
hibition. Guns are dangerous. But 
so are automobiles, sharp tools, or 
even baseball bats in the hands of 
thugs. As in everything else, there’s 
a right way and a wrong way to 
handle firearms. Those who know 
and practice the right way are not 
those who have accidents with guns. 


Step Three 

Assess your resources. Even in 
small communities, most police de- 
partments have at least one officer 
who is an enthusiast about firearms 
safety. Many municipal police de- 
partments have a whole bureau of 
experts. Most state conservation de- 
partments regularly issue educational 
facts on hunting laws and safety. 
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Inquire whether there are gun 
clubs or rifle clubs in your commu- 
nity. If so, get to know the officers, 
what the club stands for and the 
possible interest among members for 
a firearms safety campaign. Discuss 
the question with high school prin- 
cipals. Other local resources might 
be owners of hardware and sporting 
goods stores, safety service personnel 
of Red Cross chapters, men’s service 
clubs, youth organizations and local 
personnel of the state conservation 
department. 


The National Rifle Association 


The most important national re- 
source to your community is the 
National Rifle Association. Estab- 
lished in 1871, this membership or- 
ganization is non-profit, non-sectar- 
ian and non-political. It is dedicated 


to safety with firearms and to train- 
ing in gun handling and marksman- 
ship. 

With the cooperation of national 
associations of educators, the NRA 
has developed a hunter safety course 
which gives information and training 
to young hunters under the direc- 
tion of an adult instructor qualified 
and certified by NRA. The Asso- 
ciation encourages the formation of 
local rifle clubs and has many leaf- 
lets and handbooks on how to get 
started, where to get instructors and 
how fo°Sét-up* a‘\safe range. Many 
state conservation commissions now 
have regulations requiring a young 
person to present evidence of in- 
struction and certification before is- 
suing a hunter’s license. 


Step Four 
Assemble interested persons and 
assess the local situation. Assign a 
committee to check all local re- 
sources for gun safety education. As- 
sign another committee to check on 
leaflets, posters, films, etc. (See list 
of references.) Decide on useful 
projects with attainable goals. 
(turn page) 
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SELF QUIZ ON FIREARMS 


1. The effective range of a gun is that at which a shooter may 
expect to hit the target or kill game consistently. 


2. The maximum range, or danger range, of a gun is always 
much greater than the effective range. 


3. The danger range of a shotgun loaded with a charge of small 
shot may vary from 150 to 300 yards. 


4. The danger range of a rifle with a .22 short cartridge may be 
as high as three-quarters of a mile. 


5. The highest death rate from firearms is among males 15 to 24 


False__ 


False 


False 


False. 


False 





6. In the house, in the car, climbing through a fence, or just rest- 


ing in the open on a log, the safe hunter always breaks down 
his gun or opens the action and removes shells or cartridges. 
True False 
A good hunter, on picking up a gun, will first point the gun in 
a safe direction. 

True__ False 
More firearms casualties occur at home than in the hunting 
field. 

True 


ANSWERS: 











False 
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(WRONG: Hunter holds gun pointing toward 
companion. Watch where your gun points! 
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RIGHT: Open action, remove shells before 
crawling through fence or storing in car. 
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Projects in Gun Safety 
Arizona Game and Fish Dept. 

Working in conjunction with the 
state departments of public instruc- 
tion and of health, the department 
set up a course of departmental in- 
service training in gun safety, pro- 
viding speakers, films, training mate- 
rials. Through their efforts they 
have secured the enactment of a 
state law permitting public schools 
to give instruction in safe gun han- 
dling. (See below for reference to 
other school activities. ) 


Women’s Groups 


Not all of the interest in or spon- 
sorship of gun safety projects comes 
from men. Several women’s groups 
have been active. The Mulvane, 
Kan., Women’s Club inaugurated a 
Firearms Safety Week during which 
they showed gun safety films in 
schools, displayed posters, distributed 
leaflets. The Hazel Park, Mich., 
Parent-Teacher Council included 
gun safety and parents’ responsibility 
as one of a series of monthly meet- 
ings. The Kansas City, Mo., Parent- 
Teacher Council cooperated in spon- 
soring a series of talks on gun safety 
in city schools by the city police de- 
partment. 


Schools and Youth Groups 

The Camas-Washougal, Wash., 
Safety Organization established eight 
two-hour classes in gun safety for 
high school students, in cooperation 
with the National Rifle Association 





and the Wildlife League. The Mor- 
ris-Sussex, N. J., Boy Scout Council 
held a week-long campaign starting 
with a safety rally, in which ex- 
hibits and demonstrations on gun 
safety were included. Graveret High 
school in Marquette, Mich., con- 
ducts two conservation courses and a 
hunters’ course that meets twice a 
week for six weeks. Gun safety is 
an integral part of the course. Enos- 
burg High School, Vt., has a deer 
hunters’ course with the class meet- 
ing three times a week for a month. 


References On Gun Safety 


i The National Rifle Association, 1600 
Rhode Island Ave., N. W., Washington 
6, D. C. In addition to handbooks on 
organizing and conducting gun clubs for 
children and adults, NRA has a pamphlet 
“Firearms Safety, A Presentation Out- 
line,” with the first half on safety at 
home. Some topics are: types of fire- 
arms usually found in homes and acci- 
dent areas, safety precautions, gun han- 
dling and demonstrating, cleaning and 
storage. NRA also has a leaflet, “Is our 
Pet Gun Housebroke ?” 


State Conservation Departments. 
Most state departments issue leaflets on 
hunting safely and wildlife protection. 
Departments actively interested are: Ari- 
zona (see above); California, includes 
instructions on survival if lost; Maine, 
has a quiz on gun safety that looks easy 
but the student must be alert and ac- 
curate (as with guns) in order to pass; 
Massachusetts; Michigan, a wealth of 
valuable materials; Minnesota, has in- 
augurated training courses and has films; 
New Hampshire, has a film on hunter 
safety; New Jersey; New York; Vermont. 
Sporting Arms and Ammunition 
Manufacturers Institute, 250 East 43rd 
St., New York 17, N. Y. Handbooks on 
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Ten Commandments of Safe Hunting 


|. Treat every gun with the respect due a loaded gun. 

ll. Guns carried into camp or home must always be unloaded. 
lll. Always be sure that the barrel and action are clear of obstructions. 
IV. Always carry your gun so that you can control the direction of 


Be sure of your target before you pull trigger. 

VI. Never point a gun at anything you do not want to shoot. 
Vil. Unattended guns should be unloaded and stored safely. 
Vill. Never climb a tree or fence with loaded gun. 

IX. Never shoot at a flat, hard surface or the surface of water. 
X. Do not mix gunpowder and alcohol. 


—Sporting Arms and Ammunition Manufacturers Institute 
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small-bore rifle shooting and shotgun 
shooting, many leaflets, posters, instruc- 
tional films and cards with “10 Com- 
mandments of Safety.” Also a valuable 
leaflet for parents, “What Every Parent 
Should Know When a Boy or Girl Wants 
a Gun.” 


Films. 

“Aim for Safety” (16mm sound mo- 
tion picture, color, running time 15 min., 
1946). Safety while hunting. Empha- 
sizes need for common sense while carry- 
ing and using guns in the field. Available 
on loan from Aetna Life Affiliated Com- 
panies, Public Education Dept., Hartford 
15, Conn. 


“On Target for Safety” (16mm sound 
motion, black and white or color, run- 
ning time 14 min., 1955). Sponsored by 
the Daisy Mfg. Co. in cooperation with 
Omaha Safety Council. Film tells story 
of how civic clubs, YMCA’s, Camp Fire 
Girls and other organizations can organ- 
ize and conduct BB gun safety clubs. 
From Omaha Safety Council, 511 S. 17th 
St., Omaha 2, Neb. 

“Safety On!” (16mm sound or silent 
motion, color, running time 11 min. 
sound, 15 min. silent, 1944). How to 
handle hunting arms. Result of improper 
firearms procedures shown. Available for 
purchase or rental from Association 
Films, Inc., with offices at the following 
addresses (please write to nearest office): 
(1) Broad at Elm, Ridgefield, N. J.; (2) 
561 Hillgrove, La Grange, Ill.; (3) 799 
Stevenson St., San Francisco 3, Calif.; 
(4) 1108 Jackson St., Dallas 2, Tex. 


“Shooting Safety” (16mm sound mo- 
tion, black and white or color, running 
time 13% or 25 min., 1950). How 
groups of young people may learn to 
handle guns safely under the supervision 
of interested adults. For both high school 
and adult audiences. Available on loan 
from Sportsmen’s Service Bureau, Sport- 
ing Arms & Ammunition Mfgrs. Insti- 
tute, 250 E. 43rd St., New York 17, 
N. Y. Available on rental from Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, Bureau of Audio- 
Visual Instruction, Lincoln 8, Neb., or 
Oregon State System of Higher Educa- 
tion, General Extension Div., Dept. of 
Visual Instruction, Corvallis, Ore. 


“Trigger Happy Harry” (16mm sound 
motion, color, running time 22 min., 
1947). How firearms accidents can be 
reduced by educating the public in 
proper methods of handling guns. In- 
cludes rules for gun safety in the home 
and in the field. Available for rental 
from the following: (1) Paul L. Brand 
& Son, 2153 K St., N.W., Washington 
7, D. C.; (2) Idaho State College, Edu- 
cation Film Library, Pocatello, Idaho; 
(3) University of Nebraska, Bureau of 
Audio-Visual Instruction, Lincoln 8, 
Neb.; (4) University of Texas, Office of 
Visual Instruction Bureau, Div. of Univ. 
Extension, Austin 14, Tex. 


@ National Safety Council, Chicago 11, 
Ill. Safety Education Data Sheet #3, 
“Firearms.” * 
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INSTRUCTOR SHOWS fundamental rules of firearms safety through train- 


























ing. Rifle club adult leaders are learning proper methods to teach safety. 


CLUB TRAINS ADULT LEADERS 
FOR GUN SAFETY INSTRUCTORS 


by JOHN INMAN 


How can a “grass roots” organiza- 
tion best fulfill its obligations of pub- 
lic service when it serves numerous 
communities and rural districts over 
an extensive area? This was the 
problem which challenged the Mich- 
igan City (Ind.) Rifle Club in meet- 
ing its objective of “gunproofing” 
the public, especially youth who are 
more likely to be involved in hunting 
or firearms accidents. 


This club found a solution. It used 
its facilities and the knowledge and 
skills of its 60 members to train adult 
leaders. These adults were then qual- 
ified to provide hunter safety in- 
struction in youth, civic, and service 
groups in their own communities. 


The instructor-training program 
conducted early in 1958 is an exam- 
ple of the technique used in getting 
hunter safety instruction into nearby 
communities. A class of 33 men and 
women drawn from as far as 40 
miles met at the clubhouse for two 
consecutive weekends. Class mem- 
bers included teachers, scout leaders 
and two shooters who were planning 
to establish a club in their own com- 
munity. 





John Inman is training director at the 


Michigan City, Ind., Rifle Club. 


Although many class members 
were proficient and experienced in 
gun handling, the N.R.A.’s hunter 
safety and basic rifle marksmanship 
courses were required as part of the 
instruction. The program included 
instruction in hunters’ responsibili- 
ties, game and gun laws, game iden- 
tification, sportsmanship in relation 
to other hunters and landowners, 
proper gun handling under field con- 
ditions and transportation and stor- 
age of firearms and ammunition. 


The indoor range was used for 
early phases of instruction as the 
safest and best area for a large 
group and to inculcate range disci- 
pline as basic to field discipline. 


Safety and courtesy were the key- 
note of instruction. From the start, 
class members were impressed with 
the seriousness of the activity. News- 
paper clippings and personal experi- 
ences of accidents were discussed. 
One inch thick wood blocks were 
shot at from 50 ft. to show the pene- 
trating power of a bullet as small as 
.22 caliber. 

Demonstrations and controlled 
practice were held on the club’s field 
and wooded areas in the final stages 
of instruction. This comprised a 

(turn page) 
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(from page 3) 

the-job safety kit of program plan- 

ning materials was published. 
Number of Reports on Home 


Safety Programs By Business 
and Industrial Groups 


Year No. of Reports 
1950 9 
1951 9 
1952 20 
1953 10 
1954 13 
1955 126 
1956 366 


The Home Conference has never 
considered home safety primarily a 
women’s activity. Among the agency 
representatives at the organization 
meeting in February, 1944, there 
were 12 men and 11 women, and 
on the agency roster at the first 
annual meeting in October, 1948, 
there were 21 men and 15 women. 
Attendance at meetings throughout 
the years has shown approximately 
the same 4:3 ratio of men to women. 

The responsibility of the Confer- 
ence for assisting in community 
planning for home safety was clearly 
recognized and approved at the first 
meeting of the Conference in 1948. 
With staff assistance, the Conference 
has been responsible for: 

Home Safety Program Kit 
(1949) 


Gun Safety Instructors 

(from page 27) 

large part of the instruction, but was 
not tackled until the staff felt that 
safe gun handling had become “‘sec- 
ond nature.” In order to prepare the 
class to organize and instruct their 
own groups, considerable attention 
was also given to teaching methods 
and techniques. 

The 33 adult leaders who were 
trained will in turn be able to train 
many more individuals than could 
be trained at the club. 

While the Michigan City Rifle 
Club continues to give instruction to 
adults and youth who can come to 
its range, and to provide free use of 
firearms for this purpose, it recom- 
mends instructor-training and the 
subsequent instruction in communi- 
ties, schools, youth and civic groups 
as the most effective means of broad- 
ening hunter safety education. . 
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Child Safety Program Packet 
(1949) 

Safe Toys for Christmas Kit 
(1949) 

Special Christmas Safety Kit 
(1951), financed by founda- 
tion grant 

Blueprint for Community Ac- 
tion for Home Safety (1951) 

Baby Sitter Safety Packet 
(1951) 

With the exception of the Christ- 
mas kits, the above kits have been 
extensively revised from yeaf to year 
and are still current. 

Merit awards for home safety 
programs were established in 1950. 
The merit award plan was carried 
on from 1950 to 1955. During these 
six years, 100 merit awards were 
formally made and 89 certificates of 
commendation given. 


WHO'S DOING WHAT? 

By Conference directive in 1950, 
an inventory of home safety activi- 
ties and potentialities was under- 
taken. The inquiry then was con- 
fined to Conference members. In 
1955, under the direction of a spe- 
cial Conference committee, the 
merit award reporting system was 
oriented toward an inventory of 
home safety programs. 

That year, the Conference voted 
approval of the Home Safety In- 
ventory and established a commit- 
tee to guide and supervise the 
collection of reports. In 1956, re- 
porting for the Home Safety Inven- 
tory was put on a bi-ennial basis. 
With foundation funds, three addi- 
tional staff members were added to 
undertake the work. More than 
4,000 groups reported programs in 
1956. The 1958 Inventory, now in 
progress, sets the pattern for evalu- 
ation of programs. 


WHAT'S IN A NAME? 

Active direction of Conference 
affairs has always been under the 
direction of an authorized executive 
committee. This committee has gone 
under a variety of names. At first 
it was called the steering committee, 
then executive committee. Now it 
is called the committee on structure 
and programs. 








The Conference is grateful for the 
special support given to the home 
safety program by two foundations: 
the New York Community Trust 
and the W. K. Kellogg Foundation. 
Other corporations have been gen- 
erous in their support of the general 
program or of special projects. 
Printing the 1955 Inventory report 
was made possible by a grant from 
the Union Carbide Corp. The E. I. 
du Pont de Nemours Co. has spon- 
sored two Merit Award luncheons. 
The Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Co. has since 1948 “earmarked” in 
support of home safety its annual 
contribution to the NSC _ Public 
Service Fund. 


GROWTH OF IDEAS 


“Need for standards in reporting 
accident data.” (First mentioned in 
1948.) Some landmarks in achiev- 
ing: 
© Revision of NSC Public Safety 
Memo #72 (guide for collect- 
ing data) 


© “Get the Facts About Home Ac- 
cidents” (1949, published joint- 
ly with APHA and NOVS) 


@ “Uniform Definitions of Home 
Accidents” (1958, jointly with 
APHA and USPHS) 


“Need for booklet on treatment and 
prevention of home injuries.” ( First 
proposed in 1949, but the elaborate 
plans for publication and distribution 
were abandoned for lack of finance.) 


® Home injuries booklet idea re- 
vived in 1955 

© “What To Do About Home In- 
juries” (32 pages, published in 
1958) 


“Home safety as family safety— 
everywhere.” (First mentioned in 
1948 and recently re-emphasized at 
traffic research meeting, 1958.) 


® Child Safety Program Packet— 
cooperatively developed by 
home, traffic, and school and 
college staff 

e“Your 10,000 Mile Living 
Room”—leaflet on home and 
traffic safety 

¢ Joint Congress programs: home, 
traffic, school and college, farm, 


women’s activities (1951, 1955, 
1958) ca 
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Safety Begins 
At Home 


(from page 15) 

A Fund Raiser and Participant in 
Program Work — Mrs. Beatrice 
Wright Fuerst, consultant on vol- 
unteer activities, National Foun- 
dation for Infantile Paralysis, 
New York City 

Leadership Skills Required — Mrs. 
Leonard Davidow, Girl Scouts of 
the U. S. A., Highland Park, II. 

Technical Skills Required—Mrs. Jo- 
seph W. Still, assistant national 
director, office of volunteers, 
American National Red Cross, 
Washington, D.C. 

Discussants: James K. Williams, 
executive director, Connecticut 
Safety Commission, Hartford, 
Conn.; Mrs. Marjorie B. May, di- 
rector, home and school divisions, 
Greater New York Safety Coun- 
cil, New York City; Miss Luida 
E. Sanders, chairman, home 
safety committee, Wisconsin 
Council of Safety, Madison, Wis.; 
Earl W. Smith, managing direc- 
tor, Baltimore Safety Council, 
Baltimore, Md. 


Wednesday, October 22 

2:00 p. m., Private Dining Room 
#4, third floor, Conrad Hilton Ho- 
tel 


How Do We Get Our Information 

In Home Safety? 

Chairman: James L. Goddard, 
M.D., chief, accident prevention 
program, U. S. Public Health 
Service, Washington, D. C. 

Through the National Health Sur- 
vey — Forrest E. Linder, director, 
national health survey program, 
U. S. Public Health Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

Through a State Health Survey — 
Leslie Corsa, Jr., M.D., chief, bu- 
reau of maternal and child health, 
California Department of Public 
Health, Berkeley, Calif. 

Through a Local Survey — George 
W. Starbuck, M. D., medical 
chairman, Greater New Bedford 
Children’s Accident Prevention 
Program, New Bedford, Mass. 

(also chairman, Accident Preven- 
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Burn, Warning Signals abs piso 
Hurricane Preparations 


Accidents, fire, floods and storms take a daily toll of life and property. 
And today, there is still another danger—enemy attack with nuclear weapons. 


A handbook—Handbook for Emergencies—was prepared by the Office of 
Defense and Civilian Mobilization in cooperation with the Boy Scouts of 
America as a guide to family preparedness for disasters—natural and man- 
made. To be distributed by the Boy Scouts during a one-day national door- 
to-door campaign on Oct. 11 as part of their Safety Good Turn service 
program, this booklet is expected to reach every home in the country. 


The handbook emphasizes five points—family preparedness, warning sig- 
nals, CONELRAD instructions, fallout protection and community plans. 
Each point is broken into smaller divisions which give specific instructions 
on what a family should do now to prepare itself for a disaster and what a 
family must do in the event of disaster. Colorfully illustrated, this concise 
booklet should be read and filed on every book shelf in America. 


Local safety councils and civic organizations can help the Boy Scouts by 
offering their services during this one-day campaign—Oct. 11. Car pools 
could drive the Scouts from neighborhood to neighborhood to delive: 
Handbook for Emergencies. Publicity could inform housewives of the mass 
distribution and suggest they stay at home that afternoon to receive the 
booklet. Personal encouragement to the Scouts will help this national project 
toward success. 





Blackstone Hotel. The session is co- 
sponsored by the off-the-job com- 
mittee of the Industrial Conference, 
the American Society of Safety En- 
gineers, the Home Conference and 
the Traffic and Transportation Con- 
ference. 


tion Committee, American Acad- 
emy of Pediatrics) 
Through a Housing Survey 
Emil A. Tiboni, chief, community 
hygiene section, department of pub- 
lic health, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Discussants: A. F. Schaplowsky, di- 
rector, division of ~health educa- 
tion services, Kansas State Board 
of Health, Topeka, Kan.; A. B. 
Rosenfield, M.D., director, divi- 
sion, of special services, Minne- 
sota Department of Health, Min- 
neapolis, Minn.; Dan D. Gowings, 
director, division of environmental 
safety, Pennsylvania Department 
of Health, Harrisburg, Pa.; Mark 
Kenyon, director, program for the 
prevention of crippling, Delaware 
State Board of Health, Dover, 
Del. 


HOW DO WOMEN FIGURE? 
Women will figure at the Thurs- 
day morning session, October 23, in 
the Mayfair Room of the Sheraton- 


How they figure will be discussed 
by three masculine speakers, well 
known authorities in their respec- 
tive fields. 

J. Sharp Queener of E. I. du Pont 
de Nemours and Company, Wil- 
mington, Del., will speak on how 
women figure in off-the-job acci- 
dents; Franklin Kreml, director, 
Transportation Center, Northwest- 
ern University, will talk on “Women 
—They figure in Traffic Acci- 
dents”; and Willard A. Pleuthner, 
vice president of Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborn, Inc. — the orig- 
inator of “brainstorming”—will give 
a “Brainstorming” demonstration on 
“Guarding the Family Safety.” * 
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(from page 7) prop or two such as treated cotton batting, crepe 
munity display in the public square or the town hall. paper or examples of safe and unsafe toys. I 
Have a sign painted pointing out the various safety CHRISTMAS TREE TAGS ( 
features in your city’s tree. Cooperate with the fire e Estimate the number you will need by contacting dj 
department on this. the local Christmas tree dealers ahead of time. . 
DISTRIBUTE LEAFLETS, POSTERS String or wire for the tags must be bought and ol 
¢ Study carefully the channels for distribution of leaf- attached, _— Perhaps POUT CQUNENES Cam ges see bi 
lets that you have: PTA., clubs, stores, churches, public-spirited citizen or organization to bear the a. 
schools and industries and determine how many you cost of the tags. : ae 
can effectively distribute. If you wish, make use of © See that each tree mncactoamt et RT oY a 
the “liftable leaflet” on page 11. See references supply of the tags and ask him = attach one a each pl 
section, page 13, for other leaflet or poster sugges- tree he sells. If he feels he doesn’t have the time for T 
att this, you might ask if volunteer help could do it for 
him when his trees arrive. : 
hg ge — —e- ' TREE BURNING BONFIRES co 
n the reference section are notes on a skit and ea e h llecti d di 1 of fa 
pageant. They can be presented in schools, churches, 2 Sy Ss, Se Cees Sn Saee & - 
on women’s clubs programs, and so forth. Staging Christmas trees have been made a community affair. be 
and costuming can be very simple. Do not be afraid You a the fire department and seek its Ch 
to alter scripts to suit your local situation. a7, eaEpe 
e Ask them to set a date and make arrangements for D 
SPEECHES the proper disposal of Christmas trees in a public M 
¢ There is good speech material in the case histories bonfire supervised by the fire department. a 
on page 8. It can be altered to suit your needs. If ¢ Youth organizations can cooperate by collecting the us 
possible, the speaker should plan to take along a trees. * pr 
Be 
F Y I The Spirit of Fire, 16 mm sound Why There Is a Santa Claus, or, 
motion, black and white, running Never Under-estimate the Power of M 
(from page 13) time 1 minutes, produced in 1954. | a@ Woman. A Christmas playlet in or 
Available from Aetna Life Affi- Short cartoon using a take-off on one act. The cast includes Santa, lig 
liated Companies, Information and poem “The Night Before Christ- Mrs. Claus and two small elves. The bes 
Education Department, 151 Farm- mas.” Shows Spirit of Fire coming scene is Santa’s workshop about 5:30 bie 
ington Ave., Hartford 15, Conn. down the chimney, looking around _ the afternoon of Christmas Eve. The br 
“Your Carelessness Could Spoil the room, noticing all the safety pre- _ action revolves around Mrs. Claus’ " 
Her Holiday,” little girl wraps pack- | cautions taken, especially on and reminders to Santa about home an 
age for Daddy. Size 8%”%x11", around Christmas tree and leaving safety during the hustle and bustle bu 
printed in two colors. Available in a huff. Film ends with jingle of preparations for his trip to de- Tri 
without charge. bells and a Merry Christmas to all. liver toys. | 
7 Cleared for use on television. Avail- Why We Have Lights on Our lig 
Show Safety on Film able for purchase from the Interna- = Christmas Trees, a Christmas pag- wa 
The Happy Fire Chief, 16 mm tional Association of Fire Chiefs, eant. The cast includes a narrator, ho 
sound motion, black and white or 232 Madison Ave., New York 16. children representing the Sun, St. cyt 
color, running time six minutes, pro- Available without charge from Boniface, Father, a Fireman, a sol 
duced in 1953. A local fire chief Aetna Life Affiliated Companies, group of children representing early the 
welcomes visitors in his fire house Information and Education Depart- | German people and a group of to- by 
and tells them how they can be ment, 151 Farmington Ave., Hart- day’s children. Sit 
safe from fires at Christmas time. ford 15, Conn., is a one-minute, 16 In the first part, the early Ger- 
Shows precautions to take against mm, black and white television spot mans worship the Sun until St. Boni- Da 
Christmas trees’ catching fire be- | announcement on Christmas tree face teaches them the meaning of the 
cause of faulty wiring, flammable safety which covers briefly the pre- | Christianity. The first Christmas “e 
trimmings and drying trees. Cleared cautions to take in setting up and tree is decorated to represent the bs 
for use on television. Available for decorating a tree in the home. light of the spiritual world in honor 11 
purchase or loan from National of the birth of Christ. In Part II, the f 
Board of Fire Underwriters’ Film For Amateur Thespians Christmas tree is brought up to date. i 
Library, Bureau of Communications Available from National Safety Father is persuaded to abandon can- lee 
Research, Inc., 13 E. 37th St., New Council, 425 N. Michigan Ave., dles for electric lights, still symbolic wie 
York 17, N.Y. Chicago 11, Ill. Single copies free. of the light of Christianity. e dri 








7 OW “we Ce Nat (9 w 


of 





Accidents 


That 
Happened 


(from page 8) 

difficulty — they ate light bulbs from 
a decorated tree. So did a 14 month 
old girl. Cooking accidents — grease 
burns—accounted for many cases. 


Bulb Explodes 

According to eyewitness accounts, 
a fire started when a bulb “ex- 
ploded,” igniting a Christmas tree. 
The tree had been up for more than 
two weeks and had not been kept in 
water. Before Mrs. Henrietta T. 
could get upstairs to rescue her in- 
fant son, John, the fire had spread 
beyond control. 


Children and Matches 

Susan, seven; Michael, four, and 
Dennis, three, children of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles S., lost their lives in 
a fire that broke out while they were 
using matches to look at Christmas 
presents in an attic closet. 


Baby Electrocuted 

Bobby W., 10 month old son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W., was elec- 
trocuted as he crawled under a 
lighted Christmas tree in his home. 
The tree lighting circuit apparently 
was grounded when his head 
brushed a light socket as he touched 
a radiator. Bobby’s father applied 
artificial respiration for over an hour 
but was not able to revive him. 


Trips over Tricycle - 

Getting out of bed before day- 
light on Christmas Day, Paul B. 
walked into the living room of his 
ho:..°. There he tripped over a tri- 
cycle -a gift for his three year old 
son Paul Jr.— and wound up under 
the Yule tree with his neck gashed 
by a broken candy dish. 


Sitter Unable to Save Children 

The six children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Daniel S. were burned to death in 
their beds by fire that originated at 
a Christmas tree. The children were 
under the care of a neighbor girl, 
11 year old Lucille Y., at the time 
of the fire. Lucille stated that sparks 
issuing from an electrical wall out- 
let fell on and ignited cotton batting 
wrapped around the base of the 
dried-out tree. 


Fall, 1958 








Older folks can learn how to make their retirement years carefree 
years by avoiding accidents. This 12-page booklet emphasizes special 
environmental aids and personal practices which can prevent such home 
and highway accidents. Colorfully illustrated, the pamphlet itself is directed 
to the older person. A separate insert sheet, When an Elderly Person 
Lives with You, offers suggestions to the younger adult who has the re- 
sponsibility for caring for the elderly person. One insert sent for every five 
pamphlets. Booklet prices: minimum order, 50 copies for $2.80; 100—$5.60. 
Prices subject to 10 per cent discount to NSC members. Sample copy free. 
Three-line imprints on front cover—$7.85 per 1,000; $3.35, each additional 
1,000. Write National Safety Council, 425 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago. 





Tree Fired by Stove 

Barbara M., infant daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel M.., was killed 
by fire that broke out when the 
child’s mother, Carol, was taking 
their Christmas tree out of the 
house. The tree ignited as it was 
brushed against a coal stove. 


A Million Dollars Damage 

Fire originating in a Christmas 
tree destroyed most of the business 
section of a town of 1,500 persons, 
resulting in the deaths of two peo- 
ple, injuries to a dozen others and 
property loss estimated at nearly $1,- 
000,000. Flames which raged out of 
control for two and a half hours 
destroyed the town bank, postoffice, 
12 business establishments, and 
nearly a score of homes leaving 29 
families (approximately 70 persons) 
homeless. & 





Consult your local fire depart- 
ment concerning all public infor- 
mation on fire prevention. There 
may be local ordinances which 
would affect the material con- 
tained in this campaign guide. 











facts, figures 
and trends 
(from page 5) 


time, but the two-month rate was 
5.2, a decrease of 7 per cent from 
1957. 


Work Accidents 


Deaths from work accidents to- 
taled 1,200 in April, about the same 
as last year. The four-month death 
total was 4,700, a reduction of 2 per 
cent from 1957. 


The April frequency rate per mil- 
lion man-hours for plants in 18 sec- 
tional accident prevention contests 
conducted by the National Safety 
Council was 4.96, a decrease of 7 per 
cent from last year. The April rate 
for plants in community council 
contests was 4.49, a reduction of 15 
per cent from 1957. The four-month 
rate in sectional contests went down 
5 per cent to 5.00, while in com- 
munity council contests the rate de- 
creased 15 per cent to 4.49. * 
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Its New... 


HOME SAFETY PRODUCTS 


Publication of product announcements in this section should not be 
construed as endorsement or approval by the National Safety Council. 


Telephone 
Markers 


This permanent, 
self-adhering tele- 
phone marker is in- 
strumental in saving 
lives and _ property. 
E-Z-Code Markers 

never let you forget police, fire or hospital phone num- 
bers when needed most. E-Z-Codes printed with your 
emergency numbers are placed on the front side of 
all phones for instant reference in times of panic. 

Adopted by entire communities in safety campaigns, 
these inexpensive markers are also placed between the 
cradle-rests on private phones and seen only when the 
receiver is lifted for dialing. 

Westline Products Division of Western Lithograph 
Co., 600 E. 2nd St., Los Angeles, Calif. 


Non-Slip 
Paint 


Oil-Dri non-slip paint 
is a resin-base enamel 
with superior adhesion 
qualities. It will adhere 
to all types of surfaces in- 
cluding concrete, wood 

and steel. This paint has good acid and alkali resist- 
ance, dries fast and fairly hard in one hour. Coverage 
is 150 to 250 square feet per gallon. Application is 
normally by brush, although it may also be sprayed on 
with appropriate spray gun nozzles. Comes in grey, 
tile red and black. 

The special particles that provide the effective, non- 
slip surface bind well with the enamel components to 
give a durable, safe surface. Oil-Dri non-slip paint can 
be utilized on stairways, ramps, catwalks, step plates, 
shower room floors and on the exterior and interior of 
all types of buildings, structures and vehicles. 

Oil-Dri Corp. of America, 520 N. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago 11, IIl. 
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Half-Mile 
Portable Ray 


This “Half-Mile-Ray” 
light has special charac- 
teristics for emergency 
work. The Penet-Ray 
double filament bulb has 
a large filament focused 

for distance and a small one for nearby work. The 
spot beam projects up to a half mile. New-type battery 
plate with wing nut permits easy battery replacement. 
Snap-on wire guard and new ready-tite lens ring for 
speedy re-lamping. 

The handle is soft molded rubber designed to fit 
the hand. 


The battery will give eight hours continuous service 
with the powerful ray or 25 hours of floodlight. When 
used intermittently, the life is greatly increased. 


The light is 14” high, 6%” in diameter, 612” wide, 
13” long, net weight 914 pounds. Style No. 1075. 


The Portable Light Co., Inc., 216 William St., New 
York 38, N. Y. 


Safety Thread 
Cutter 


This safety 
thread cutter 
eliminates the 
element of injury 
to the worker 
when cutting threads. The blade is in a protective 
covering and enables the operator to cut off threads 
quickly and effortlessly. 
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It takes less than a minute to install and no altera- 
tions are necessary on the sewing machine. It does 
not interfere with the operation of the machine nor 
the operator. 

The safety thread cutter also comes on a stand to 
attach to the sewing table. 

Safety Thread Cutter Co., P. O. Box 376, Cooper 
Square Station, New York 3, N. Y. 


511.03-158 








